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When Patrick S. Gilmore was making prepara-
tions for Ms great Peace Jubilee of 1873, lie
called upon Mr. "Whittier for an ode appropriate
to the occasion. But the poet could never make
any engagement for his muse; he would make no
promise, and advised the famous bandmaster to
look elsewhere. Not getting any first-class writer
to undertake it, Gilmore made a public call, offer-
ing a prize for an accepted ode from any source.
There came to Whittier at about this time the
inspiration of the verse, " Blow, bugles of battle,
the marches of peace," and when the ode, now
known as " A Christmas Carmen," was complete,
it occurred to him to have it offered to Gilmore
anonymously. The ode was sent, and coming from
an unknown source received no attention from
Gilmore. Those who now read the poem, know-
ing the occasion for which it was written, will
wonder how Gilmore failed to recognize the ex-
quisite fitness of the ode for his purpose.

" Sing- the bridal of nations I with chorals of love
Sing1 out the war-vulture, and sing in the dove,
Till the hearts of the peoples keep time in accord,
And the voice of the world is the voice of the Lord I
Clasp hands of the nations
In strong gratulations:

The dark night is ending, and dawn has begun ;
Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun,

All speech flow to music, all hearts beat as one I

" Blow, bugles of battle, the marches of peace ;
East, west, north, and south, let the long quarrel cease j
Sing the song of great joy that the angels began,
Sing of glory to God, and of good will to man 1

Hark I  joining in chorus,

The Heavens bend o'er us \